MINTLAW VET SURGERY

Dunshi”ock Mintlaw AB‘W- 4\)N

WHAT HAFFENSINADENT ALz

Dental disease is the most common illness suffered [33 our Pcts. Tlﬁc effects are notjust seen in the mout}'\, thezj affect the whole bodzj. ]nFection from the mouth

may be carried via the blood stream, and can lodgc on the heart va]ves, in the lcic{neys, orelsewhere.
Thisis wl‘s3 a dental has been recommended Forgour pet.

Ohnce admitted, your pet will be anaesthetised - as pets dort realise that thcy need to stay still, with their mouth open, gcncra[ anaesthesia must be used — this

allows us to treat the mouth with no risk of stress or injurg to them. Ths details of anaesthesia are cxp[aimed in the anaesthetic information Pacl(,

Next, the teeth are assessed ~ this will involve the removal o)cgross calculus (‘tar‘taﬁ) First, using Forccps to gcntl3 chip it off without damaging the gum. Oncc this
is doney the surface of the teeth can be examined for cracks, holes (ncck-!esions in cats), and caries. Somc cases rcquirc x-rays to be taken to allow assessment of

the roots under the gum, as these cannot be examined from the mouth.

The teeth will then be cleaned more tl—lorough]g, starting in the Pocket cncgum around each tooth, called the gingiva! sulcus, as P[aque and calculus are often
Prcscr\t here. T]’lis is done 133 hand. Tl’\c main parts of the tooth are then cleaned using an ultrasonic scaler — this is an instrument with a vibrating tiP, which

dis[odgcs the calculus, using water to assist with this, and to prevent heat damage to the teeth.

At this Poin’c, any necessary extractions will be carried out. T eeth must be removed if t]—lcy are loose, cracked, affected 135 caries, infected, or, in cats, if tl—vcy have
neck lesions (ho[es t}‘ll"OUgl’] the enamel which expose the nen/e). ]n the case of Iargcr tccth, it may be recommended to Pack the socket with material to encourage
bone growtl’x to fill the socl(ct, Prcvcnting weakening of tlﬂcjaw. In some cases, the gums are stitched over the remaining holc, Prcvcnting food bccoming stuck, and

imProving comfort for your pet.

T]’]C 5ca]ing Proccdure leaves small scratches on the surface of the tooth — these are great for a“owing Plaque to reattach. Tl’]CrCFOI’C, Po[ishing is carried out to

smooth the surface of the now clean tooth.
Dcpcnding on what work has been necessary, your pet may be dischargcd with antibiotics, and/or Painki“cr&

Dental clinics are Provided, to ensure the mouth has healed well, and, later, to advise on dental Prevcntivc care, to try and avoid the need for further work under

anaesthetic.

Your pet will usua”3 be admitted in the morning, and dischargec] in the afternoon of the same c]ag. We recommend softfood for 2 weeks fo“owing extractions to

allow the gum to heal. During this time, it is imPortant to avoid hard chews and toysl
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