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NEUTERING CATS

We recommend that all cats which are not to be used for brecc{ing should be neutered. T here are several health benefits in &oing

50, and these are outlined below.

MALTLS TOMS)

[ ntire male cats are very prone to wanclering great distances to find a mate, and are therefore at greater risk of accidents on the

roads. Tl‘ncg also tend to be very territorial — this can be exPresscc{ bg scent marking of their areas b9 urine sPragingJ or bg
Fighting with any comPetitor cats. Obviouslg, having a cat scent mark your Propertg/Fumiture/clothes is very unPleasant, and
best avoided. |n Figl‘lts, cats can create nasty wounds with their teeth and c]aws, often rcsulting in nasty wounds or abscesses,
which then require veterinarﬂ attention.

Remember that cats can carry a variety of diseases, csPccfa”g viruses, which are sPreacl in saliva and blood eg feline leukaemia or
FIV (cat A]Dé) T hese can be transmitted in {:igl‘wting.

For these reasons, we recommend that your male cat is castrated around 6 months of age. fﬂe is admitted for the da}j onllj, has a
general anaesthetic, and usua”g, a ciuicl( surgery. T here are no stitches requircc{‘ T he risks associated are minimal — there is
alwags a risk of anaesthetic, there is a tiny risk of b|eeding Problems and, very rarely, there can be a wound Problem afterwards.

With these factors in mind, your cat can live a longcr, haPPicr life if he is castrated!

FEMALES

T he obvious benefit in having gour]cema|e cat sPaycc! is to prevent herfrom l’raving any unwanted litters of kittens. A catin
season usua”g has a Pcrsistent, loud, 3ow|ing behaviour, known as ca”ing, which can last for a few c{ays, andisa Frequent cause of
PeoPIc ringing the emergency service, thinking that their cat is in severe Painl During this time, the female will often wander away
in search of a mate, Putting herself at risk of injurg. T here are other health benefits in having your cat spayed — it removes the
risk of infection in the womb, removes the risk of complicatiorw c{uring kittening, and reduces the risk of her c{evclopir\g mammary
tumours. Aclc{ to these that you won’t have any unwantcc{, often strong sme”ing, gentlemen ca”ers, and you can see the benefits
Forgourscl)cl

When she is around six months old, she comes in for the dag on!g, and has her ovaries and womb removed tl’rroug!’; an incision in
herleft side <usua1]5, sometimes underneath). T he stitches are removed after 10 days. T he risks are minimal - again, there is the
risk of anacsthctic, and always a small risk of }chcding. T here can be wound Problcms afterwards, cspeciaug if the Patient isn’t

too impressecl with her stitches, and interrupts the healing Proccssl

Teloiz71 624001 email mint!aw.vet@virginnet
Mintlaw \/cts Ltd No 262554 (5cotland) \/AT regno 6710864 %%



mailto:mintlaw.vet@virgin.net

